Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.105; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.7.
In the title compound, [Co(C 13 H 10 N 4 O 8 )(C 5 H 5 N)(H 2 O)]Á-C 10 H 8 N 2 , the asymmetric unit comprises half a Co II complex located on a mirror plane and half a cocrystallized molecule of 4,4 0 -bipyridine located on an inversion center. The Co II ion is six coordinate, with distorted octahedral geometry, ligated by two N atoms and two O atoms from a 2,2 0 -(propane-1,3-diyl)bis(5-carboxy-1H-imidazole-4-carboxylate) dianion, one N atom from a pyridine molecule and one coordinating water molecule. The Co-O bond lengths range from 2.076 (2) to 2.1441 (15) Å , while the Co-N bond lengths are 2.138 (3) and 2.1515 (17) Å . A two-dimensional network of N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds stabilizes the crystal packing. There are -interactions between the bipyridine and imidazole rings [centroid-centroid distance = 3.7694 (4) Å ]. The propane-1,3-diyl group is disordered over two conformations, with refined occupancies of 0.755 (8) and 0.245 (8) . 
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Experimental
Crystal data [Co(C 13 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). As shown in Fig. 1 , the molecule is a discrete neutral monomer, in which the asymmetric unit comprises half a CoII complex located on a mirror plane and half a co-crystallized molecule of 4,4′-bipyridine located on an inversion center.
The Co II ion is six coordinate and has a distorted octahedral geometry. It is ligated by two nitrogen atoms and two oxygen atoms from a 1,3-bis-(1H-imidazole-4,5-dicarboxylate) propane dianion, one nitrogen atom from a pyridine molecule and one oxygen atom from a coordinated water molecule. The Co-O distances range from 2.076 (2) 
A mixture of cobalt chloride hexahydrate (0.0238 g, 0.1 mmol), 1,3-bis-(1H-imidazole-4,5-dicarboxylate acid) propane (0.0352 g, 0.1 mmol), 4,4′-bipyridine (0.0198 g, 0.1 mmol), pyridine (0.8 ml) and H 2 O (10 ml) was sealed in a Teflonlined stainless autoclave and heated at 413 K for 3 days. The bomb was allowed to cool to room temperature gradually and red prismatic crystals were obtained.
Refinement
H atoms attached to N and O atoms were located in a difference Fourier maps and refined as riding in their as-found relative positions, with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O, N). Other H atoms were positioned geometrically with C-H = 0.93 and 0.97 Å for aromatic and methylene H, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) .
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Unlabelled atoms are related to labelled atoms by the symmetry operations (x, -y+1/2, z for CoII complex; 1-x, 1-y, 1-z for 4,4-bipy). 
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